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It sounds good, okay, we are going to

pass gun control, but nothing that has
been done by the Senate would protect
my kids or the gentleman’s kids or fu-
ture grandchildren from anything that
could happen at their school, which is
similar to Columbine or what happened
in Rockdale County, at Heritage High
School.

I think we as parents and we as a re-
sponsible culture need to examine ev-
erything that is out there. What is the
toxin that is getting into our kids? As
I said in my opening statement, what
was it in 1973 when I was in a large pub-
lic high school with all kinds of ten-
sions and all kinds of influences, what
was it that is different than 1999, when
kids just randomly start shooting each
other?

Mr. MCINNIS. I appreciate the gen-
tleman, Mr. Speaker. I want to read a
couple of letters here, but I do want to
thank the gentleman. I appreciate the
gentleman, I would like to point out,
as a father of several children, and I
think he has a great family.

The key here is we can do something
as consumers. As consumers we can do
something about some of these prod-
ucts. Let us go out into an arcade. If
we see a violent game, talk to the pro-
prietor.

What I found is when we talk to
these people, for example, when I talk
to the mayor’s office in Denver, I am
not sure they were aware of that. I will
tell the Members, they were really co-
operative. They got right on it. They
did something about it.

I think Members are going to find a
lot of positive reaction within our com-
munity without more laws being
passed by the Congress, being imposed
upon citizens of this country. Without
more laws, I think as a consumer we
have some leverage.

Let me conclude first of all by thank-
ing my colleague from the State of
Georgia. I appreciate very much his
participation this evening, and my col-
league, the gentleman from California
(Mr. OSE).

I am going to shift gears completely.
I had the opportunity a couple of weeks
ago, I make it a point when I go back
to my district to try and go teach
classes in the schools. Before the
schools got out for the summer I went
and taught some young people.

I wanted to read some of their re-
sponses in the thank-you letters. I like
to leave this speech with a high note.
We talked about Kosovo, we talked
about violent video. Now let us leave it
with a high note and talk about a few
cute letters.

Dear Mr. MCINNIS, I enjoyed you coming to
my class. Thank you for giving us the books,
and thank you for saying I have a beautiful
smile. Don’t I look exactly like my mom?
Your job sounds pretty exciting. I was really
impressed with all those questions, and you

could answer all of them. Thank you for
coming. Your friend, Kyra. P.S., Josh was
kind of cute.

Josh was my legislative assistant.
Dear Mr. MCINNIS, how are you? I hope

your trip was great. I never knew that we
had the freedom of speech. On your 11th
birthday, what did you want to be? Thank
you for coming to our classroom. Kyle Web-
ster.

Dear Mr. MCINNIS, I didn’t know that in
some States you had to smoke in your house
or outside your house. Thank you for com-
ing. I think your job sounds fun. You taught
us a lot, your friend, Matt.

Dear Mr. MCINNIS, I like you. I like how
you taught us the tree. Thanks for the
books. Thanks for coming. Thank you for
teaching us. Your friend, Amber.

The tree means the branches of the
judiciary, the executive, and the legis-
lative branch.

Dear Mr. MCINNIS, thank you for telling
me about the three branches of government,
the executive, legislative, and judiciary. I
didn’t know anything about the three
branches, but now I do. I really liked it when
you talked about all the freedom of our
country. Thank you for coming. From Der-
rick.

Mr. MCINNIS, I’m glad you taught me about
the tree. I like the legislative branch the
most. Thank you for teaching me what they
mean, too. I’m glad you got to come in and
show my class and me about all you showed
us and taught us. I will remember what you
taught us. Your friend, Brandon.

Dear Congressman MCINNIS, thank you for
coming to our class. I enjoyed it. I learned a
lot of things. One of them is that you are
trying to make new rules. Your friend, Guy.

Dear Mr. MCINNIS: I never knew that Wyo-
ming had the least people and California had
the most people. My dad says that alcohol is
like pouring fuel on a fire that’s already
burning. Thanks for coming to our class.
Love, Alanna.

Dear Mr. MCINNIS: Thank you for teaching
me things I never knew. I am still thinking
smoking is not a law. Thanks for telling me
about the three branches of our government.
I never know there was such thing. I am sur-
prised that in some places you can smoke.

Dear Mr. MCINNIS, thank you for coming to
our classroom. I liked it when you talked
about the population. Your schedule must be
busy traveling all over. Have a safe trip!’’
That was from ‘‘Your friend, Lindsey.’’

Dear Mr. MCINNIS, thank you for coming.
We know that you have a busy schedule but
we are very lucky to have you come to our
class. I didn’t know that the most population
is in California, and the least population is
in Wyoming.

Is it fun being a Congressman? Do you like
to travel a lot? I think you are a very nice
man. I hope you come again. Thank you for
coming. Love, Joya L’Ecuyer.

Dear Mr. MCINNIS, thank you for the book.
How does that money get to you? Does all
that money go to you or do you share some
of the money? I will miss you. You are a
good teacher. I will never forget the lesson
on the three branches. Thank you for com-
ing, love Megan Mueller.

Dear Mr. MCINNIS, I learned the three
branches and the names of them. I didn’t
know you had to travel a lot and go so far.
On the tree the branch on the left is called
the Executive branch. The one on the right

is called the Judiciary. The one in the mid-
dle is called the the Legislative. Thank you
for coming. From Daniel.

Dear Mr. MCINNIS, I never knew that Cali-
fornia had the most people in it. I thank you
for coming. Your friend, Gary.

Dear Mr. MCINNIS, thank you for coming to
our classroom. I liked it when you talked
about our freedom. It was very interesting.
Thank you for the books. Morgan.

Mr. MCINNIS, I think our class is very
lucky to have you come. Thank you so
much, really. Oh, yes, by the way, thank you
for the books. Thanks for teaching us all
about the Constitution, laws, and tree
branches. I think it must be hard to do the
stuff you do. Your friend, Brittany.

Mr. MCINNIS, thank you for coming and
telling us what it is like in Washington. It is
cool how there are three branches of govern-
ment. I never knew there were so many dif-
ferent ways to have freedom. Your friend,
Brittany.

Dear Mr. MCINNIS, I didn’t know that that
is how taxes worked. Thank you for coming.
Thank you for the book. From Douglas.

Mr. Speaker, as we talk about some
pretty tough issues up here in the Cap-
itol, we should never forget how many
times freedom is mentioned in these
letters from these young people, how
proud these young people are to be
Americans.

We often talk about what has gone
wrong. I spent most of my speech talk-
ing about some things that were going
wrong. But we should not forget the
fact that most things are going right.
If Members want to feel good about
what is going on in this country, if
they want to feel refreshed, go to a
classroom. I have nothing but good
things to say about a lot of teachers. It
must be exciting every day to have
these kinds of young people in their
classroom.

Mr. Speaker, I appreciate the time I
had this evening to speak to my col-
leagues, and I want to thank all my lit-
tle friends that sent a letter to us.

f

REFLECTIONS ON THE WAR IN
THE BALKANS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
TOOMEY). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 6, 1999, the
gentleman from Ohio (Mr. KUCINICH) is
recognized for half the time remaining
until midnight, which is approximately
30 minutes.

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, we are
told tonight that we are at the begin-
ning of the end of the war in the Bal-
kans. But before the ink has dried on
the agreement there are a few reflec-
tions that I think are in order, because
we cannot just sign this piece of paper
and pretend that we can move on, pre-
tend that we have peace, because the
truth is that problems could arise and
we could end up in a multi-party land
war right in the middle of the Balkans,


